
Summary by Hugh Fitzwilliams of SE Region LAF conference, 19 May, at Euston Rd, London 
Attended by 2 LCAF Members (Hugh Fitzwilliams and Colin Bird) and 1 BFC officer (Graham 
Pockett). 

It was an interesting and informative day. There were six presentations. The session on Cattle 
Attacks on PROWs was cancelled due to the speaker being unable to attend. Of the 40 names on 
the attendance list approx. 30 were present. 
 
Session 1.  The Future of Public Path Orders 
Mike Walker, Independent Consultant 
 
The session focused on the impending changes to the 2000 CROW Act relating to Diversion Orders. 
Currently there is no defined formal process for diversion applications and this has led to some 
illogical and inappropriate outcomes to landowners applications to divert paths. Key elements of the 
changes are: 
 
• The new rights will apply only to ‘any land of prescribed description’ this in essence will be 

agricultural land, gardens and private yards, schools, businesses etc.  
• The principle of diversion via an alternative acceptable route around gardens, yards schools 

etc. will be allowable and should be accommodated. 
• Objections without sound reason will not be allowable. 
• There will be no requirement to advertise the application or diversion in the local press. 
• There will be a right of appeal & SOS will have the power to say Yes or NO. 
• LA will have to respond to or take initial action on an application within 4 months and progress 

specific points within an application within 4 months otherwise the applicant can go directly to 
SOS for a decision. 

• The LA will have the option to take a neutral stance. 
• Costs will be carried by the applicant. 

 
It is hoped that the changes will allow for much wider more imaginative ‘packaging’ of changes 
which will encourage updating the relevance of routes and overall improvements to the PROW 
network. 
 
Session 2.  The Ramblers Big Path Project 
Helen Mthiyane, Project manager 
 
This was a briefing of the Ramblers Association project to get a wide cross section of individuals and 
groups whether regular walkers or not to survey the condition of all PROWs marked on the OS 
1:25000 maps of Britain. The project is funded by Rambler Holidays Charitable Trust and runs from 
July 13 to 31 Dec 2015. It is the Ramblers biggest project ever. 
The hope is that it will trigger a much wider involvement of society of all ages and types in 
understanding and making use of the wonderful network of paths within the UK.  Problems of access 
and signage etc. will be coordinated by the Ramblers and fed through to LAs and their own local 
groups. The survey will not differentiate between FPs, BRs & BWs. 
An App download showing a map of the area selected for survey by an individual along with the 
survey form will be available. 
 
Session 3.     Measuring the impact of successful funding bids 
Annette Weiss, Chiltern Conservation Board 
 
This was a fascinating report on how the Chilterns Conservation Board had evaluated the payback 
from a £48,000 Leader grant to create the Chilterns Cycleway. 
The Chilterns Cycleway is a 173 mile, on road, signed, long distance route suitable for both serious 
and leisure cyclists but overall quite challenging. It was opened in 2010. The total cost was £70K 
The evaluation included surveys of usage of pubs, accommodation and farm shops. Numbers of 
guide books sold, reviews on Twitter, Facebook and internet generally. 



The initial work discovered that users were usually in groups of 2 -4, stayed 2 nights and one new 
campsite had been created as a direct result of the route.  In addition Events organisers were using 
the route for corporate ‘team build’ days and that local tour operators were offering guided trips 
along the route. 
A Survey in 2012 recorded 55 over night users staying for an average 2.6 nights with an average 
spend of £71 per person including accommodation and an average group size of between 3 & 4. 
Day users had numbered 54 with an average group size of 3.9 and spend per person of £8. From 
these figures they had deduced that the probable annual inflow of revenue generated by the 
Cycleway route was in the region of £868,000. This added to the health & wellbeing benefits and 
seemed a very satisfactory return on the original grant of £48K. 

 
Session 4.  Coastal access update 
Jenny Bowen, Senior Advisor to Natural England 
 
This was an interesting update but not really very relevant to Bracknell! The Marine & Coastal 
Access Act 2009 is due to deliver for the whole of the England coast line by Dec 2020. Although a 
decent start has been made there is still a lot to do. The key points seemed to be: 

• It is perhaps as much a continuous coastal path as an access strip to the shore. 
• Where access is granted the land owner/ occupier will benefit from reduced liability. 
• There is a ‘fair balance test’ on what is or is not to be declared accessible. 
• The standard path width is 4m. 
• The principle is to find agreement through discussion & negotiation rather than compulsion. 
• Privacy of existing landowners/ occupiers must be taken into account. 
• Where the coast is eroding a principle of ‘roll back’ is written into all agreements and where 

necessary the future line of the path will be established in the current negotiations. 
• In estuaries the path and access will extend upstream to the first pedestrian or ferry crossing. 
• Work on all stretches of the coast line must be started by 2017. 

 
Session 5.   De-registering incorrectly recorded Common Land 
Grant McPhee, DEFRA 
 
The Act of 2006 appears to have been very badly worded and to have been full of errors with maps 
and text declaring privately owned dwellings to be themselves common land along with many other 
contested issues. To make a sorry story worse there is no finance available to make the necessary 
corrections. 
I found it difficult to hear this speaker, my notes are very thin but luckily to my knowledge Bracknell 
has little or no Common Land. 
 
Session 6.  Natural England Update 
Rob Leek and Kevin Haugh, Natural England 
 
The final session. 
The overall message was that resources are very tight and that Access Forums could expect 
nothing more than the bare routine support. 
Rob Leek showed a series of slides relating to Access Forum statistics.  The number of Forums has 
increased from 78 in 2011 to 100 in 2015.  85% of Forums submitted their annual report. This % is 
basically unchanged since 2011. There seems to be a generally positive response from Forums 
towards NE.  92% of Forums are represented on Huddle.  New contributors to Huddle are needed. 
Kevin Haugh explained the organisational structure for Access Forums nationally. Bracknell is in 
Area 10 - Thames Valley- and our area officer is Andrew Smith. The message again was that 
resources are tight but if we had specific issues on which we needed to involve Andrew at our 
meetings we were to ask. He encouraged us to explore the concept, within our areas, at joint 
meetings and perhaps common interest study groups. This seemed to me a sensible and practical 
way forward. 
 
Hugh Fitzwilliams 
20.05.2015 
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